
Oklahoma Green Schools 
Program Partners

The goal of the Oklahoma Green Schools Program
(OGSP) is to assist teachers and administrators with 
engaging curriculum that empowers students to 
improve their schools and preserve our environment. 
OGSP came about because of teachers expressing a 
desire for an official program thatpromotes “green” 
activities within their schools.   

Members of the Oklahoma Green Schools 
Committee hope to bring coordination, focus and 
encouragement to the classroom, by correlating 
Green School Investigations to Oklahoma State 
Standards. This program enhances STEM, core
curriculum requirements and service learning
opportunities for our next generation of Oklahomans. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EPA’s Energy Star for Schools

If your administration and/or facility operations
team is interested in pursuing larger reductions in
energy and other resources, check out Portfolio
Manager, Energy Star’s secure online tool that will
help evaluate your school’s energy performance.

LEED for Schools
For new construction or major renovations, LEED
(Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) is a
way to define and measure green buildings, which
promote health and save energy. We will be happy
to put you in touch with US Green Building Council
professionals in Oklahoma who can answer your
questions and help you achieve this goal.

“Our mission is to educate and empower
Oklahoma students and teachers to make a
difference in their schools and communities

through an increased understanding of
environmental issues leading to stewardship

of resources and personal responsibility.”

About Oklahoma 
Green Schools 

AEP / PSO
Casady School (OKC)

City of OKC—Office of Sustainability
Greenstar Recycling

Keep Oklahoma Beautiful (KOB)
LWPB Architecture

National Project Learning Tree 
OK Office of the Secretary of Environment - (OSE)

OGE Energy Corp
Oklahoma City University (OCU)
OK Dept of Commerce (ODOC)

OK Dept of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
OK Forestry Services / PLT

OK State Dept of Education (SDE)
OSU Cooperative Extension Service

Pace Applied Technologies
Sierra Club—Oklahoma Chapter

US Green Building Council (USGBC) - OK Chapter

www.okgreenschools.org
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According to Greening America’s Schools:
Costs and Benefits by Greg Kats, green schools

use 33 percent less energy and 32 percent
less water than conventionally constructed
schools, significantly reducing utility costs

over the average 42-year lifecycle of a school.
 

On average, green schools save $100,000
per year on operating costs — enough to
hire at least one new teacher, buy 200

new computers, or purchase 5,000 textbooks.

DID YOU KNOW?

Oklahoma Green Schools Program

www.okgreenschools.org

Other Oklahoma Green Schools Opportunities



Project Learning Tree’s (PLT) GreenSchools! Investigations 
form the basis for the Oklahoma Green Schools’ 
educational component. Five STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) focused, student-led, service 
learning based hands-on investigations cover the following 
topic areas:

• Energy
• Water
• Waste & Recycling

Easy to use forms allow students to expand their learning 
environment through data collection and becoming 
ambassadors of stewardship. Toolkits for student use 
when conducting the investigations may be checked out 
through our order form on the Oklahoma Green Schools 
website.
 
As students collect data 
and document findings, 
questions arise regarding 
personal and cooperative 
actions that can be taken 
to address issues. Through 
student leadership, each 
school can move towards 
creating a healthy and 
energy efficient learning 
environment.
 
Also available through 
this program are free 
environmental education 
materials. Upon registration, you may request a Green 
Schools Committee Member liaison for assistance with 
service learning projects, student-led school investigations, 
presentations on Green School topics and more.

Follow these 6 Steps to Certification on the website to 
become an Oklahoma Green School and earn your flag! 

 

OKLAHOMA GREEN SCHOOLS PROGRAM
6 Steps to Oklahoma Green 
Schools Certification 

Project Learning Tree
GreenSchools! Investigations

Green schools enhance learning.
The quality of educators and curriculum are the most 
important factors in a student’s scholastic performance, 
but the quality of school facilities – where students learn 
– is often overlooked. School buildings can enhance a 
student’s ability to learn by keeping them healthy, atten-
tive and present.

Green schools save money.
The Department of Energy’s EnergySmart Schools 
reports that K-12 schools spend more than $8 billion 
annually on energy, making energy the second highest 
operating expenditure for schools after personnel costs.

Green schools increase teacher retention.
Teachers in green schools report they are more satisfied 
with their school environments than teachers in con-
ventional schools, helping to improve teacher retention. 
They cite indoor air quality, access to daylight and out-
door view and better acoustics as reasons they prefer 
these high-performing schools.

Green schools lessen environmental impacts, 
conserve resources and educate the next  
generation of environ-mental stewards.
Buildings use more than 70 percent of electricity and 
contribute to nearly 40 percent of CO2 emissions in the 
United States. With 133,000 K12 schools in the country, 
the impact within our educational sector is immense.

Benefits of Greening Your School

www.centerforgreenschools.org/why-green-schools

green school /grEn skul / n.  A 
school that creates a healthy 
environment that is conducive 
to learning while saving energy, 
resources, and money.

• Register Your School 
• Form your School Green Team
• Conduct a PLT School Investigation
• Implement a Student Action Project
• Report Back to Us
• Challenge Others

• Environmental Quality
• School Site


